Evaluation characteristics and methodology 
In line with the relevant MAB guidelines and with the principles set forth during the preparatory period, the following features and methodological characteristics of the assessment and evaluation process should be mentioned: 

Previous accreditation procedures, directed at higher education training programmes in the field of medical sciences and at individual faculties offering such training programmes, were carried out separately of each other, both in terms of chronology and methodology, whereas the current accreditation procedure was completed simultaneously, i.e. General Medicine, Pharmacology, Pharmacy and Dentistry programmes were examined simultaneously at four universities. The Visiting Committee entrusted with the task of an accreditation-based examination in respect of medical training standards was of the view that the method of simultaneous assessment has undeniable benefits as this methodology helped perform a comparative evaluation of the areas under scrutiny while throwing light on general issues affecting medical training and made it possible for those in charge of the evaluation process to form a realistic opinion on prevailing difficulties. Relying on the advantages of "simultaneous" visits, issues of crucial importance, given in detail below, were part of the inspection process at each of the medical faculties examined. Among issues of primary importance were: the need to obtain feedback on the integration of universities, the operational characteristics of centres functioning as organizational units, on the credit and competency systems and on the introduction of the postgraduate specialist medical training scheme. Given the fact that medical training is administered via double financing due to the corresponding healthcare system and, worse still, it is underfinanced in terms of the latter, the comparison of the activity of institutional management and its strategies was an important point of consideration. Views on Hungary's EU accession including its future implications, along with the issue of shaping a vision of future, were also common topics discussed during the visits to each medical faculty.
Methodologically speaking, evaluation was based primarily on written documents produced in the course of institutional ‘Self-assessment’. The documents submitted to the Hungarian Accreditation Committee (MAB) by each of the general medicine faculties were of excellent quality, both in terms of content and layout. The material in each case included straightforward answers, which also revealed criticism vis-a-vis specific questions. Although MAB in its guideline for self-assessment did mention annual reports as a source of practical information, the position taken on this issue was, without exception, as it were, that these reports are nothing but formalities and are, therefore, useless. This questions the relevance of insisting on the submission of such documents in the future. 


The methodology of visits was equally shaped by simultaneousness as stipulated. Members of the committee divided the tasks among themselves in such a manner that it was always the same member examining the same unit at each faculty assessing the ongoing activity there. Given the fact that it was not possible to carry out an inspection in all training units or with reference to courses taught, those thought of being of particular relevance from the point of view of the training of medical doctors were eventually compared on the basis of identical parameters. Let us mention just a few theoretical subjects here: pathology, pathophysiology, biochemistry, institutions of medical theory; other examples in the clinical study area are: internal medicine, traumatology, rheumatology, paediatrics, optometry, dermatology, just to mention the most important ones. Various other educational issues were also given special emphasis in connection with public health, general health, molecular genetics, information technology, complementary medicine, centres of foreign language instruction, clinical subjects. Evaluation was higher for practical course units than for lectures, with the reason that the former is a richer source of information and bearing the existing time constraints in mind. It needs to be emphasized that all remarks of praise or criticism, always identifying the actual source of information, are substantiated by factual documentation based on notes made by committee members and on other documents in their possession, accessible for background information.

The initial position of the committee on the method of evaluation also underscored the importance of student feedback. Well-organized meetings between committee members and students, and consultations with the representatives of Students' Councils took place at each of the four faculties. On several occasions, it was the students' feedback that threw light on certain deficiencies and students themselves also came up with solution alternatives. Neither these deficiencies nor the corresponding solutions surfaced in meetings with the senior teaching staff. In sum, students' views on specific problems reflected an intellectual standpoint characterised by maturity in thinking, circumspection in attitude and objectivity. As part of the meetings with students, committee members met representatives of students from each year, either individually or in groups, which was an essential part of vertically retrieving information at each institute. It emerged during meetings with students that the evaluation of undergraduate courses cannot be successful without an exchange of views between the evaluation team and those members of the teaching staff who participate in the postgraduate and specialist medical training schemes.

The evaluation of PhD Schools took place partly as a separate endeavour, partly in hand-in-hand with the visit paid by the evaluation team to each institution. It needs to be emphasized again that the self-assessment documentations compiled by PhD Schools were of high quality, providing a comprehensive overview of the PhD programmes both in terms of standards and in terms of efficiency. The evaluation of the activity of the Academic Student League at individual faculties was also performed as part of the assessment of PhD Schools.
