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The Network of Central and Eastern European Quality Assurance Agencies in Higher Education (CEE Network) was established on October 13, 2001 in Cracow, Poland. It is the successor organization to the Regional Subnetwork of the International Network of Quality Assurance Agencies in Higher Education, which was informally an affiliate of INQAAHE, established November 19, 2000 in Budapest, Hungary.

At its second annual meeting in Cracow, the agencies decided to continue functioning as an independent network, the “CEE Network,” whereby member agencies would individually chose to uphold membership in other organizations, such as INQAAHE, the European Network for Quality Assurance in Higher Education (ENQA), and/or others. This was an important decision both because the CEE Network has proved to be a viable cooperation for agencies of the region, and because, even though the INQAAHE “affiliation” was an informal one, the new structure is able to cater to the variety of backgrounds and conditions of this network’s members. Not all countries’ agencies have joined INQAAHE and not all are eligible to join ENQA. Of the current or soon-to-be CEE Network members, the national agencies of the Czech Republic, Estonia, Latvia, Hungary and Slovakia, and the Accreditation Council of Austria, have been admitted to ENQA at its general assembly in May 2002. 

The objectives of the CEE Network are

· to share experiences and to foster cooperation among member agencies 

· to exchange information about background, aims and procedures of member agencies

· to recommend experts

· to serve as a clearing house for issues of quality assurance in higher education in the Central and Eastern European countries, and
· to assist each other in elaborating measures for harmonizing activities in quality assurance, in order to participate in the European dimension of higher education.
Members of the CEE Network are 

· the Accreditation Agency of Higher Education, Albania
· the National Evaluation and Accreditation Agency, Republic of Bulgaria
· the National Council of Croatia
· the Accreditation Commission, Czech Republic
· the Accreditation Center, Estonia
· the Higher Education Assessment Council, Estonia
· the Higher Education Quality Evaluation Center, Latvia
· the Center for Quality Assessment in Higher Education, Lithuania
· the Undersecretary for Higher Education, Ministry of Education and Science, Macedonia
· the University Accreditation Commission, successor: National General Accreditation Commission, Poland
· the General Council of Higher Education, Poland
· the National Accreditation Center, Russian Federation
· the Accreditation Commission, Slovak Republic
· the Commission for Higher Education Quality, Slovenia
· the Hungarian Accreditation Committee, Hungary.
The Austrian Accreditation Council (which accredits private universities in the country) has applied for membership and will attend the upcoming annual meeting. Membership is open to agencies which are recognized as national higher education quality assurance agencies in Central or Eastern Europe.

The CEE Network will hold its next annual meeting in Prague, Czech Republic, October 19, 2002. Preceding the meeting there will be a workshop on “staff development”, specifically on hiring and training practices of agency staff. Invited speakers are Andrée Sursock from the European University Association (EUA), Peter Williams of the Quality Assurance Agency (QAA), U.K., and Gabriella Homonnay from the Hungarian Accreditation Committee (HAC). The workshop will be organized within the framework of ENQA and very generously hosted and arranged by the Czech Ministry of Education. In addition to CEE Network members, representatives of all countries who are part of the Bologna Follow Up Group have been invited to attend the workshop. 

